Syllabus

Human Growth and Development (PSY 211)

Spring 2006
Section A

TR 12:35-1:50 PM

CSQ 210

CRN: 20226
Section B

TR 2:00-3:15 PM

CSQ 210

CRN: 20227
Dr. Bobbi Carothers

CSQ 221A

Phone: 841-7267

bcarothe@centenary.edu

Office Hours:

MWF10-11, TR 11-12 and by appointment

Text:
Santrock, John W.  (2004).  Life-span development, 9th ed.  New York: McGraw Hill.


Selected Annual Editions articles. (On reserve at the library) 

Website: http://personal.centenary.edu/~bcarothe/devel/develmain.htm

(Contains brief lecture outlines and nifty links)
Course Description: The information offered in this class covers physical, cognitive, and socioemotional development from conception through death.  After completing the class, you will hopefully have a better understanding of the theories regarding what people at different points in life are more (or less) able to perform which kinds of activities and fill what kinds of roles.  Additionally, you will a have firmer grip on what has changed (or stayed the same) about you since infancy and childhood, and be able to use this to steer yourself in the right direction for adulthood.  You will also get the opportunity to read primary sources of research first-hand, and discuss various topics with the rest of the class.

Evaluation:

Exams:  Four non-cumulative exams (worth 100 points each) will be given at roughly even intervals throughout the semester.  Makeup exams will not be given for unexcused absences.  Excusable absences include representation of Centenary at athletic events (team members only), academic conferences, and college musical performances where scheduled events conflict with exam days; documented illness, and family emergency.  Arrangements for a makeup must be made in advance with me ASAP.  Makeup exams will have different questions and be in a different format than the regular exams.

Research Critiques:  (50 points each.)  The foundation for what we know, read about in textbooks, and learn in class is built on published research findings.  At two points over the semester, you will have the opportunity to closely examine a research article of your choosing that fits within the general lifespan timeframe of that half of the semester.  A written (3 page minimum) report will be handed in.  (See the Research Critique Guideline sheet found on the class website.)  Short, informal presentations to the class (about 3 minutes in order to give everyone a chance) will be made during the class meetings on 2/21 and 4/27, when these papers are due. Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  This includes copying material out of the article, textbook, website, and from other students, even if it is just a few consecutive words or phrases.  Please follow the guidelines outlined in the document found here: http://www.geneseo.edu/~psych/frames/primary/secondary/plagiarism.htm.  Honor Code violations will be taken to the Honor Court.

Discussion Participation: At two points over the semester, the entire class period will be devoted to class discussions regarding popular press articles related to material we’ll have learned about in class.  Discussing these articles will give you the opportunity to express your own views on controversial issues, applying what you’ve learned to “real world” problems.  Meaningful and consistent participation in these discussions will earn you an additional 10 points.  In order to prepare for the class discussion, you will need to write a paragraph for each article (typewritten) on what you thought was most interesting about the article as well as one or two questions to ask of me or the class.  This must be handed in to receive the discussion credit.

Quizzes:  Each day of class that a book chapter is assigned (with the exception of the first day) will begin with a short quiz on that chapter.  Class conversations tend to run better when students have read the chapters, and students tend to be more likely to read the chapters when you know there’s going to be a quiz on it that day.  Each will be worth 5 points, and will total to 100 points.

Research Participation:  The Psychology Department runs several research projects over the course of the semester which will be in need of participants.  You will need to participate in two of them for this class, worth 5 points each.

Attendance:  Perfect attendance will add a 2% (of total possible points) bonus to your final grade.  One non-excused absence will add a 1% bonus.  Two non-excused absences will not change your grade.  For every class missed thereafter, 1% will be subtracted from your grade.  Skipping class prevents you from getting your money’s worth in the first place, so hopefully this won’t be much of an issue.

Point Distribution:

Exams:



400

Research Critiques:

100

Quizzes:


100

Discussion Participation
10

Research Participation:
10

Total:



620

A
= 90-100%

B 
= 80-89%

C
= 70-79%

D
= 60-69%

F
= below 60%

Course Calendar:  

Day/Date

Chapter
Topic








Tues 1/10

1

Introduction

Thurs 1/12

2

Theory & Research

Tues 1/17

3

Biological Beginnings

Thurs 1/19

4

Prenatal



Tues 1/24

AE # 2&5
Discussion: Brave New Babies, Fetal Rights
Thurs 1/26

 At the Library – PsychInfo Tutorial
Tues 1/31

5

Infancy - Physical

Thurs 2/2

6

Infancy – Cognitive

Tues 2/7

7

Infancy – Socioemotional



Thurs 2/9



Exam 1

Tues 2/14

8

Early Childhood – Physical & Cognitive

Thurs 2/16

9

Early Childhood – Socioemotional

Tues 2/21



Research Critique Discussion I

Thurs 2/23

10

Mid/Late Childhood – Physical & Cognitive

Tues, Thurs 2/28, 3/2


Mardi Gras Break

Tues 3/7

11

Mid/Late Childhood – Socioemotional


Thurs 3/9



Exam 2


Tues 3/14

12

Adolescence – Physical & Cognitive



Thrus 3/16

13

Adolescence – Socioemotional
Tues 3/21

AE # 24, 26
Brown vs Board, Virginity
Thurs 3/23

14

Early Adulthood – Physical & Cognitive
Tues 3/28

15

Early Adulthood – Socioemotional
Thurs 3/30

16

Middle Adulthood – Physical & Cognitive
Tues 4/4

17

Middle Adulthood – Socioemotional
Thurs 4/6



Exam 3
Tues 4/11

18

Late Adulthood – Physical



Thurs 4/13



Easter Break
Tues 4/18

19

Late Adulthood – Cognitive

Thurs 4/20

20

Late Adulthood – Socioemotional


Tues 4/25

21

Death and Grieving

Thurs 4/27



Research Critique Discussion II

TBA




Exam 4


