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Syllabus

General Psychology (PSY 101)

Spring 2006
Section: A 

MWF 9:00-9:50

DOM 107

CRN: 20223
Dr. Bobbi Carothers

CSQ 221A

Phone: 841-7267

bcarothe@centenary.edu

Office Hrs: MWF10-11
TR 11-12 and by appointment

Text: Myers, David G.  (2004).  Psychology, Myers in Modules, 7th ed.  New York: Worth Publishers.

Website: http://personal.centenary.edu/~bcarothe/general/genmain.htm

(Contains brief class outlines and nifty links.)
Course Description: 

This course is designed to introduce newcomers to the science of Psychology, providing samples of the numerous sub-fields covered within the subject.  Topics include (but are not limited to) neuroscience, development, sensation/perception, consciousness, learning, memory, intelligence, motivation, emotion, personality, disordered behavior, and social psychology.  Hopefully, some of these areas will grab your interest and provide the impetus to take more focused courses in the following semesters.  At the very least, I hope that this course will provide the opportunity for you to learn a bit about yourself and what makes you “tick.”

Evaluation:

Exams:  Five non-cumulative exams will be given at roughly even intervals throughout the semester.  Each is worth 100 points.  Makeup exams will not be given for unexcused absences.  Excusable absences include representation of Centenary at athletic events (team members only), academic conferences, and college musical performances where scheduled events conflict with exam days; documented illness, and family emergency.  Arrangements for a makeup must be made in advance with me ASAP.  Makeup exams will have different questions and be in a different format from the regular exams.

Personal Reflections:  Most Mondays (marked w/ asterisks on calendar, starting 1/16 for a total of 10, 10 points each) you will need to turn in a personal reflection detailing how anything you learned about in class or from the text during the previous week applies to your own life, or your own feelings about why a particular topic discussed in that time period is important.  At least one full page but no more than two (typewritten, 12-point Times Roman, double-spaced, standard margins), the assignment is an opportunity for you to demonstrate your critical thinking ability.  I do not want a summary of the material, and it’s much better to talk more in-depth about 1 or 2 topics rather than casually mentioning dozens.  Be creative, be critical, be funny, and above all, have fun.  What you get out of this assignment depends directly on what you put into it.  Material that demonstrates time, effort, logical thought, acceptable writing skills, and is emailed on time will receive full credit.  In the interest of saving a few trees, this is a “paperless” assignment that is to be emailed to me as an MSWord attachment with your name at the top.  Material that is typed into the text of an email will not be graded and will not receive credit.  Your graded assignments will be emailed back to you with comments on the attached document.  Assignments must be emailed by 9 AM the day they are due – anything with a later time-stamp that day will only receive partial credit.  Assignments sent after 5 PM of the due date will not receive credit.  Keep a copy of your “sent” assignments in a folder in your email account until you get the graded one back.  In the event the server loses it, you can then forward me the original message, which will have the original time-stamp.  It is your responsibility to keep such backups.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  This includes copying material out of the textbook, research articles, websites, and from other students, even if it is just a few consecutive words or phrases.  Please follow the guidelines outlined in the document found here: http://www.geneseo.edu/~psych/frames/primary/secondary/plagiarism.htm.  Honor Code violations will be taken to the Honor Court.


Research Participation: The Psychology Department runs research projects over the course of the semester which will be in need of participants.  You will need to participate in 2 of them for this class, worth 5 points each.

Quizzes: Each non-exam day of class (with the exception of the first and last days) will begin with a short (3 point) quiz on the reading for that day (for a total of 108 points).  Class discussions tend to go better when students have read the chapter, and students tend to be more likely to read the chapter when they know there is a quiz the next day.

Attendance:  Perfect attendance will add a 2% (of total possible points) bonus to your final grade.  One non-excused absence will add a 1% bonus.  Two non-excused absences will not change your grade.  For every class missed thereafter, 1% will be subtracted from your grade.  Skipping class prevents you from getting your money’s worth in the first place, so hopefully this won’t be much of an issue.

Point Distribution:
Exams:

500

Quizzes:
108
Reflections:
100

Research:
  10

Total:

718
A
= 90-100%

B
= 80-89%

C
= 70-79%

D
= 60-69%

F
= < 60%

Course Calendar: 
Day/Date

Module(s)
Topics








Mon 1/9

1

History



Wed 1/11

2

Research Methods (skip statistical reasoning

section) 

Fri 1/13

3

Nervous & Endocrine System

Mon 1/16*

4

The Brain

Wed 1/18

23, 24

Memory: Intro & Encoding

Fri 1/20

25, 26

Memory: Storage & Retrieval

Mon 1/23*

27

Memory: Forgetting, Construction, Improvement

Wed 1/25



Exam 1
Fri 1/27

Class is Cancelled – SPSP Convention



Mon 1/30

5

Genetic Influences on Behavior



Wed 2/1

6

Environmental Influences on Behavior



Fri 2/3


7 & 8

Prenatal through Child Development



Mon 2/6*

11, 12, & 13
Sensation


Wed 2/8

15 & 16
Perception (skip ESP section)

Fri 2/10

17 

Sleep

Mon 2/13*

19

Drugs & Consciousness

Wed 2/15



Exam 2
Fri 2/17

20

Classical Conditioning



Mon 2/20*

21 & 22
Operant Conditioning & Observation

Wed 2/22

28

Thinking

Fri 2/24

29

Language & Thought

Mon 2/27, Wed 3/1, Fri 3/3

Mardi Gras Break

Mon 3/6*

30 & 31
Intelligence: Intro & Assessment

Wed 3/8

32

Intelligence: Genetic & Environmental Influences

Fri 3/10

33 & 34
Motivation & Hunger
Mon 3/13*

35

Sexual Motivation
Wed 3/15

36

Motivation at Work
Fri 3/17



Exam 3



Mon 3/20

37 & 38
Emotion


Wed 3/22

38 continued


Fri 3/24

39

Stress & Illness
 





Mon 3/27*

41

Personality: Psychoanalytic & Humanistic
Wed 3/29

42

Personality: Trait Perspective
Fri 3/31

43, 44

Personality: Social-Cognitive, Contemporary
Mon 4/3



Exam 4
Wed 4/5

45, 47

Disorders: Intro, Dissociative & Personality



Fri 4/7


46

Disorders: Anxiety



pg 672-7 (Behavior Therapies), 698 (Antianxiety Drugs)

Mon 4/10*

48

Disorders: Mood



pg 671-72 (Humanistic Therapy), 677-80 (Cognitive Therapy), 698-702 (Antidepressant Drugs and Electroconvulsive Therapy)
Wed 4/12

49

Disorders: Schizophrenia
pg 697-8 (Antipsychotic Drugs), 702 (Psychosurgery)
Fri 4/14, Mon 4/17


Easter Break






Wed 4/19

51 

Evaluating Therapies

Fri 4/21

53

Social Thinking



Mon 4/24*

54

Social Influence

Wed 4/26

55

Social Relations



TBA




Exam 5







* Reflection Due

