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Syllabus

Introduction to Research Methodology (PSY 214)

Fall 2005

MW 2:00-3:15 PM

CSQ 210

CRN: 10147
Dr. Bobbi Carothers

CSQ 221 A

841-7267

bcarothe@centenary.edu

Office Hours: MWF 11-12

TR 10-11 and by appointment

Texts: 

Goodwin, J.C.  (2005).  Research in psychology: Methods and design, 4th ed.  Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

APA.  (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th ed.  Washington, DC: APA.

Website: http://personal.centenary.edu/~bcarothe/resmeth/resmethmain.htm

Course Description:
This course will provide you with the opportunity to learn how psychological research is carried out.  We will examine the logic of science, ethics, how to ask empirical questions, data analysis, variable control, correlational research, observational & survey methods, and experimental & quasi-experimental designs.  Even more importantly, you and your group members will design your own study and learn how to communicate the results in the form of a journal article-style paper.  Papers regarding particularly interesting hypotheses and that are well-written may even be considered for actual data collection and possible publication in a scientific journal.  This class will be more hands-on than a typical lecture, and if you plan on doing research in the future, will be essential to your endeavors!  

Evaluation:

Exams: Three exams will be given at roughly even intervals throughout the semester.  Each will be worth 100 points.  Makeup exams will not be given for unexcused absences.  Excusable absences include representation of Centenary at athletic events (team members only), academic conferences, and college musical performances where scheduled events conflict with exam days; documented illness, and family emergency.  Arrangements for a makeup must be made in advance with me ASAP.  Makeup exams will have different questions and be in a different format from the regular exams.

Quizzes: Every day that starts a new chapter will begin with a quiz on the chapter for that week (8/29, 9/7, 9/21, 10/3, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/7, 11/14, 11/30).  Class conversations tend to run better when students have read the chapters, and students tend to be more likely to read the chapters when you know there’s going to be a quiz on it that day.  10 quizzes will add up to 100 points.

Research Critiques: At two points over the semester, we will read a journal article and discuss, as a class, what the article was about, what questions were asked, were they answered appropriately, and so on.  The articles will be made available at the library, and you will be given a handout for each article to complete before that class period.  These will hopefully provide you with provocative examples of the kind of research that is done in psychology, as well as the general format for how journal articles (as well as the papers you will turn in) are written.  Each critique (as well as your class participation that day) is worth 25 points.

Term Paper: The class will be split up into several groups of 3 or 4 people who will decide on the topic of a research project.  While group members are expected to pool their efforts in developing the hypothesis, literature search, design, data analysis approach, and conclusions, each person will write their own paper and get their own grade on it.  (See the Term Paper Guidelines sheet.)  Please ensure that you are not only not plagiarizing from your literature review, but not from each other as well.  The paper is worth 200 points, the first draft of which is due in three different sections as outlined in the course calendar, with the final draft due on the day of the last exam.  Lack of participation in group efforts may result in a deduction of points from your paper.  Group presentations of the projects will be given on the last day of class and are worth an additional 10 points.

Attendance:  Perfect attendance will add a 2% (of total possible points) bonus to your final grade.  One non-excused absence will add a 1% bonus.  Two non-excused absences will not change your grade.  For every class missed thereafter, 1% will be subtracted from your grade.  Skipping class prevents you from getting your money’s worth in the first place, so hopefully this won’t be much of an issue.

Exams:



300

Paper:



200

Quizzes:


100

Critiques/Participation:
50

Presentation:


10

Total:



660

A
= 90-100%

B
= 80-89%

C
= 70-79%

D
= 60-69%

F
= < 60%

Academic Honesty:

Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and all cases will be taken to Honor Court. This includes copying material out of the textbook, research articles, and from other students, even if it is just a few consecutive words or phrases. Please refer to the following web page as a reference: http://www.geneseo.edu/~psych/frames/primary/secondary/plagiarism.htm

It is your responsibility to read, understand, and follow these guidelines.  If you are unsure of anything, please ask.

Course Calendar:

Day/Date


Chapter
Topics







Mon 8/22, Wed 8/24

1

Scientific Thinking

Mon 8/29, Wed 8/31

2

Ethics

Mon 9/5




Labor Day

Wed 9/7


3

Developing Ideas

Mon 9/12


Literature Search - Field Trip to Magale Library

Wed 9/14


Research Critique #1, Project Idea Discussion

Mon 9/19


Appendix A
Writing in APA Style

Wed 9/21, Mon 9/26

4

Measurement
Wed 9/28




Exam 1

Mon 10/3, Wed 10/5

12

Observational & Survey Methods

Mon 10/10


Project Literature Discussion

Introduction section due Mon 10/17

Wed 10/12, Mon 10/17
9

Correlational Methods

Wed 10/19, Mon 10/24
5

Intro to Experiments

Wed 10/26, Mon 10/31
6

Control in Experiments

Wed 11/2




Exam 2

Methods section due Mon 11/7

Mon 11/7, Wed 11/9

7

Single-Factor Experiments

Mon 11/14, Wed 11/16
10

Quasi-Experiments & Applied Research

Mon 11/21, Wed 11/23
Thanksgiving Break!!  Food Ingestion Measurement

Mon 11/28


Research Critique #2, Project Discussion

Results & Discussion sections due Wed 11/30

Wed 11/30


11

Small-N Designs

Mon, 12/5, Wed 12/8

Project Presentations

TBA





Exam 3, Final Revised Papers Due

