Introduction to Research Methodology (PSY 214)

Fall 2005

Term Paper Guidelines

Objective:
The goal of the assignment is to give you a chance to get a taste for how research is done, and to explore a topic that interests you.  To this end, you will learn a good deal about your topic, learn how to develop and test a hypothesis, work with other group members, write a paper demonstrating your newfound skills, and present your study to your classmates.

Logistics:

The third week of class will deal with idea development and how to do literature searches.  During this time, cast about for ideas you would like to study, and look them up while we are at the library on 9/12.  On 9/14, the class will be broken up into several groups of 3 or 4 people depending on idea compatibility so that as many people as possible are working on a project they are interested in.

The first draft of the paper will be handed in by sections on the following dates and point values:


10/17: Introduction, 35 points


11/7: Methods section, 30 points


11/30: Results/Discussion sections, 35 points

Day/Time of final exam: Final draft, 100 points

Draft sections will be handed back to you ASAP with comments.  If you address all of the comments in a skilled manner, you can expect something close to full credit on your final draft.  Hand in your sources with the introduction draft.  Hand in all first drafts with the final, as well as any new sources added since writing the draft.

Group members are expected to work together on idea generation, literature searches, method design, and interpretation of the results.  You can divide tasks amongst yourselves however you see fit.  Lack of participation in group efforts may result in a deduction of points from your paper.  You will all write your own papers, however.  Although I expect that most of the ideas expressed in the papers between members of the same group to be the same, the words need to be different, i.e., your own.  Be sure your papers reflect this.

Data Gathering/Results

Due to time constraints, you will not actually be running your study, therefore you will not collect any actual data.  You will, however, include what kinds of statistical analyses one should use for the kind of data you would collect according to your methods section.  This plan of analysis should be handed in with your methods section.  I will then “make up” some results for you, in the form of an SPSS printout.  If you’re lucky, your group includes a member who has taken statistics, who I’m sure will be overjoyed at the opportunity to share their knowledge on how to interpret the output.  If not, you’re stuck meeting with me.  Regardless, if there is a point where you’re not sure what it means, please ask!

Your results may or may not come out “significant.”  If they don’t, have no fear!  Sometimes it’s even more fun to figure out what may have gone wrong, be it the method or the theory.  This happens all of the time in the real world, is nothing to be ashamed of, and is not meant to be taken personally if I give your study a non-significant result.  It may have just been a random occurrence, or I might think it would be more interesting to see your take on a null result than if you had gotten what you had expected.

Presentations

The last week of class is reserved for group presentations of about 15-20 minutes for each group.  The presentation is worth 10 points, and can be graded individually or for the whole group, depending on how your group wants to divide the tasks.  Presentations may include the use of PowerPoint, videotape, other visual aids, class demonstration, or anything else you think will help you make your point.

Good luck, work hard, and above all, have fun!

