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Syllabus

Social Psychology (PSY/SOC 305)

Spring 2006
MWF 1:00-1:50

CSQ 210
CRN: (PSY) 20230
          (SOC) 20231
Dr. Bobbi Carothers

CSQ 221A

Phone: 841-7267

bcarothe@centenary.edu

Office Hrs: MWF10-11
TR 11-12 and by appointment

Text: Myers, D.G.  (2005).  Social Psychology, 8th ed.  Boston: McGraw Hill.

Website: http://personal.centenary.edu/~bcarothe/social/socmain.htm

(Contains brief lecture outlines and nifty links.)
Course Description: 

When most people think of “Psychologist,” the typical image that comes to mind is a Freudian figure smoking a cigar, inviting you in to lie down on an odd-looking couch to discuss how your abnormal behavior is deeply rooted in your childhood past, analyzing your deepest darkest thoughts.  If this puts you off, fear not!  You’re in the right place.  In fact, social psychologists typically do not deal with children (we leave them for the developmentalists) nor people with mental illnesses (we leave them for the clinicians).  The focus in social psychology is normal, adult behavior in various situations and interactions with other people.  The fact is, situations have a powerful influence on our behavior, more so than we typically realize, and can lead each of us to behave in ways that we would otherwise consider ourselves incapable of.  Conformity, prejudice, and aggression are each rooted in the contexts of the situations people find themselves in.  Attraction, influence, helping, persuasion and conflict are reflective of our situations and the other people we are interacting with.  We will develop each of these topics (and others!) throughout the semester and see how they apply to real life: the Abu Gharib prison scandal, Kitty Genovese, terrorism, and politics.  It’s all here!

Evaluation:

Exams:  Four non-cumulative exams will be given at roughly even intervals throughout the semester.  Each will be worth 100 points.  Makeup exams will not be given for unexcused absences.  Excusable absences include representation of Centenary at athletic events (team members only), academic conferences, and college musical performances where scheduled events conflict with exam days; documented illness, and family emergency.  Arrangements for a makeup must be made in advance with me ASAP.  Makeup exams will have different questions and be in a different format from the regular exams.

Social Psychology Portfolio: Over the course of the semester, you will hopefully observe public events that demonstrate the concepts we’ve learned about in class.  Your task is to collect these events and explain how they each demonstrate a social psychological concept.  These collections can be in the form of newspaper/magazine clippings, web page segments, photographs, cartoons, songs, TV commercials, movie clips, etc.  Essentially, anything that can be handed in on paper, videotape, audiotape, DVD, CD, or electronic media file (Real Player, Windows Media Player, or Quicktime).  Out of the 15 chapters in the book (not including the introductory chapter), pick 8 of your choosing – each chapter can only be represented once in the portfolio, and write one full page (double-spaced, Time Roman font) explaining how each item is an example of a social psychological concept.  Note that this kind of project is more easily put together over the course of the semester as we discuss the chapters rather than all at once at the end, saving yourself the usual end-of-semester aggravation of a huge term paper, as well as providing plenty of chances to check in or ask for help if needed.  News/current event items must be from the last 12 months.  Examples I use in class or presented in the text are off-limits.  You will also be given the opportunity to show off portions of your portfolio to the class during a short presentation at the end of the semester.  The portfolio and presentation are worth 100 points (10 for each portfolio item, 20 for the presentation).

Research Article Discussion: At four points over the course of the semester, we will read an empirical article on a social psychology topic related to what we’ve recently seen in lecture, and have a class discussion about it.  In order to prepare for the discussion, write a two-page synopsis of the article (at least 2 full pages, no more than 3, typewritten, double-spaced, 12-pt Times Roman font).  Use no more than the first page summarizing the article – what did the authors set out to find and did they find it?  Most of the synopsis should focus on your own personal thoughts regarding the article.  For instance, was there something about their findings that struck you as being particularly important for the real world?  Was there a flaw that you can think of a solution for?  (Small numbers of participants, use of college samples, and geographical location are too easy, so pick on something else.  If you have a criticism, provide a solution.)  Does the article apply to your own life in some way?  Does the article bring up a new question for you?  (Be sure that your answers are your own, and not what was presented in the discussion section of the article.)  Answer only one or two of these questions (or a different one that you think is equally worthy); it’s better to develop one or two ideas thoroughly than to haphazardly toss out a slew of disconnected thoughts.  This will prepare you for the class discussion.  Each paper is worth 25 points (20 for the paper, 5 for participation, for a total of 100), and will include consideration of your participation during the discussion.

Quizzes: Each class period that begins with a new chapter (with the exception of the first chapter) will start with a short (5 point) quiz on that chapter (for a total of 75 points).  Class discussions tend to go better when students have read the material, and students tend to be more likely to read the material when they know there is a quiz the next day.

Attendance:  Perfect attendance will add a 2% (of total possible points) bonus to your final grade.  One non-excused absence will add a 1% bonus.  Two non-excused absences will not change your grade.  For every class missed thereafter, 1% will be subtracted from your grade.  Skipping class prevents you from getting your money’s worth in the first place, so hopefully this won’t be much of an issue.

Point Distribution:
Exams:


400

Portfolio:

100

Research Article

Discussion:

100
Quizzes:

  75

Total:


675
A
= 90-100%

B
= 80-89%

C
= 70-79%

D
= 60-69%

F
= < 60%

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  This includes copying material out of the textbook, research articles, websites, and from other students, even if it is just a few consecutive words or phrases.  Please follow the guidelines outlined in the document found here: http://www.geneseo.edu/~psych/frames/primary/secondary/plagiarism.htm.  Honor Code violations will be taken to the Honor Court.

Course Calendar: 

Days/Dates


Chapter
Topics







Mon 1/9, Wed 1/11

1

Introduction






Fri 1/13, Mon 1/16

2

The Self






Wed 1/18, Fri 1/20

3

Social Beliefs and Judgments


Mon 1/23, Wed 1/25

4

Behavior and Attitudes
Fri 1/27


Cancelled
SPSP Conference

Mon 1/30
Article Discussion #1: Weaver, Masland, Kharazmi, & Zillman, 1985
Wed 2/1


Exam 1
Fri 2/3, Mon 2/6

5

Genes, Culture, and Gender
Wed 2/8, Fri 2/10

6

Conformity
Mon 2/13, Wed 2/15

7

Persuasion
Fri 2/17, Mon 2/20

8

Group Influence
Wed 2/22

Article Discussion #2: McCall & Belmont, 1996
Fri 2/24


Exam 2
Mon 2/27, Wed 3/1, Fri 3/3
Mardi Gras Break






Mon 3/6, Wed 3/8

9

Prejudice

Fri 3/10, Mon 3/13

10

Aggression
Wed 3/15, Fri 3/17

11

Attraction & Intimacy

Mon 3/20, Wed 3/22

12

Helping 



Fri 3/24

Article Discussion #3: Frank & Gilovich, 1988
Mon 3/27


Exam 3

Wed 3/29, Fri 3/31

13

Conflict & Peacemaking

Mon 4/3, Wed 4/5

14

Social Psychology in the Clinic

Fri 4/7, Mon 4/10

15

Social Psychology in the Court

Wed 4/12


16

The Sustainable Future

Fri 4/14, Mon 4/17

Easter Break
Wed 4/19

Article Discussion # 4: Berenguer, Corraliza, & Martín, 2005
Fri 4/21, Mon 4/24, Wed 4/26

Portfolio Presentations

TBA



Exam 4

